
 

                Biological & Agricultural Index Plus 
Search this database for agricultural and veterinary science (scholarly) articles. 

 
SUBJECTS  Agricultural and veterinary science courses as well as Biology classes.   
 
START  Visit the Pierce College Library Homepage.  Click on “Online Databases”. 

Scroll down and click on Biological & Agricultural Index Plus.  
 

NOTE   It’s best to open a 2nd Internet browser for Periodicals Portal, as many of 
the searchable articles in Biological & Agricultural Index Plus display only abstracts 
(summaries).  Using Periodicals Portal allows you to find out if the Library has print copies.  

 
 
ADVANCED / DEFAULT SEARCH  
Use Advanced Search for searching different kinds of ideas at once.  Unlike Google and 
other Internet search engines, databases demand that you use different boxes for 
different ideas.  Unless you’re searching a commonly used phrase (see example below), 
your best bet is to use different boxes for each word or idea you search. 

 
 

TIP (Uncheck this if you get too few results.  

Placing search terms in different boxes improves our search results. 



 
SEARCH TIPS REVIEW:            

→Click on Scholarly (Peer Reviewed) Journals, if required by your instructor. 

→Click on full text to narrow search results to what’s available electronically in this 
database.  Click on the “Periodicals Portal” link on the Library Home Page for a complete 
listing of journals and the databases that house them, as well as print resources. 

→Only use a phrase if it’s commonly used and enclose it in quotations marks.   
e.g. : “global warming”  
 

SEARCH RESULTS PAGE & ADDITIONAL TIPS:        
SUGGESTED TOPICS / “SUBJECTS”(see below) 
“Subjects” hyperlinks appear above search results; only explore these after 
reviewing your results page, as they can sometimes lead you in different directions.  
Nevertheless, they can be very useful!  NOTE: If you click on Subjects links you will LEAVE 
your current search for the underlined terms, so “mark” items you like!!! 

 
 
 
 

SAMPLE SEARCH OF *PERIODICALS PORTAL* FOR “ECOLOGY”     

 

TIP: Mark / Click on articles 
to prepare them for 
emailing and printing. 

When “PDF” or “Full Text” do NOT appear, use Periodicals 
Portal!  Type the name of the Journal to begin searching. 



 
NOTE 1: IF THE LIBRARY SUBSCRIBES TO THE JOURNAL, IT WILL APPEAR IN 
PERIODICALS PORTAL.  IF WE DO NOT SUBSCRIBE TO A JOURNAL, YOUR SEARCH 
OF IT WILL NOT PRODUCE RESULTS. CHECK SPELLING! 
 
NOTE 2: If we *do* subscribe to the title, please click on the appropriate link 
OR visit the Periodicals Desk in the Library, if “Pierce College Print Holdings” 
appears. Please make sure we carry the year / volume / issue you want. 
 
EMAILING, PRINTING & FEATURES of Biological & Agricultural Index Plus:   

 
 
See below for following screen help with bibliographies& works cited 

 
For additional help, see the online tutorial at: 
http://www.piercecollege.com/students/Library/ and/or ask the Reference Librarian.  
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1) Enter your email since you’re emailing it to 
yourself.  2) Select the required citation style for 
easy bibliographies; be sure to double check as 
style rules update.  3) Select PDF, if you want the 
article as an attachment.

TIP (Click to email or print 
Marked Items). 

 

http://www.piercecollege.com/students/Library/

